SUSAN SEUBERT

Memento Mori
I stumbled across the notion of making photograms instead of photographs last year when I left my studio space and moved my darkroom home.
It was like magic when the image appeared on the plate – I was amazed at the beautiful and haunting quality of the surface combined with the shadow of an empty dress.  Immediately captivated, I decided to make a series of these “dress-o-grams.”

The dresses appear to have an astonishing amount of volume; the open backs look sensual and feminine, but simultaneously empty and void of life.  The distressed and runny emulsion makes them look old and adds a painterly quality to the surface of the print.  With no grounding horizon line, they look as though they are floating in space.  Because you can clearly see through the material, they also have qualities of an x-ray.  The large christening dress, which was generously lent to me by my neighbor, has the feeling of a Rorschach test.

The title of the show comes from the name given to post-mortem photographs from the late 19th and early 20th century when it was popular to photograph the recently deceased.  Literally, Memento Mori means, “remember thy mortality.”

I purchased all of the dresses on Ebay, which was faster, easier and less expensive than combing antique stores.  Most of the dresses are for dolls; the larger ones are for small children.
FROELICK GALLERY

 817 SW SECOND AVENUE PORTLAND, OREGON 97204

TEL 503 222 1142  FAX 503 222 1163
